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Minutes of February 20th, 2025, Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTIES OF KAUFMAN AND HUNT 
CITY OF POETRY, TEXAS 
 
BE IT REMEMBERED THAT ON THIS DAY OF THE 17th of April 2025 at 6:30 pm, the Town Council of Poetry, 
Texas, held a Regular Town Council Meeting at Poetry Town Hall, 5671 CR 323 Poetry, Texas 75160 with the 
following present:  
 
Mayor Tara Senkevech - Absent Councilmember Simeon White – via video call  
Councilmember Tom Anderson    Councilmember Terry Fowler  
Councilmember Mike Jaffe     Mayor Pro Tem Jonathan Blake 
 

A. Mayor Pro Tem Blake called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. At this time the mayor pro Tem 
reminded the public that disruption of the meeting may be considered a criminal offense under Texas 
Penal Code 3813 and may be escorted out by a peace officer and issued a citation. 

 
Section 38.13 - Hindering Proceedings By Disorderly Conduct 
(a) A person commits an offense if he intentionally hinders an official proceeding by noise or violent or tumultuous behavior or 
disturbance 
(b) A person commits an offense if he recklessly hinders an official proceeding by noise or violent or tumultuous behavior or 
disturbance and continues after explicit official request to desist. 
(c) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 
Tex. Pen. Code § 38.13 

B. Anne Hamilton, Town Secretary, took roll call. All council members were present; the mayor was 
absent.   Mayor Pro Tem Blake announced the presence of a quorum.  

 
C.- D. Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation: Pastor Paul Jacobs, from Poetry Baptist Church led the Pledge 

of Allegiance and the invocation.  
      

  E. Citizen Comments: Mayor Pro Tem Blake announced that citizens had signed up to speak: 

• Citizen Scott Lehew: Had questions about the mayor’s claim of having "surveyed the citizens," 
stating no formal survey was received by themselves or others they spoke with. He called for 
transparency if such a survey exists. He also noted a perceived contradiction between the mayor’s 
stated goal of representing “change” and the campaign slogan “Keep Poetry, Poetry.” 

• Debbie Emard: Ms. Emard clarified her continued support for the town and denied being "on the 
other side," as implied in a text from the mayor. She requested transparency regarding claims that 
current zoning has stopped specific developments, asking the Town Council to identify which 
businesses or developments were halted and how zoning was involved. She emphasized that clear 
information would help residents resist unwanted development and affirmed her commitment to the 
community. 

• Citizen Shelley Smith: Mrs. Smith raised her opinion of concerns about underground petroleum 
storage tanks at an old gas station near FM 986, citing past TCEQ violations and ongoing safety 
questions. She has filed a public information request to follow up on the status. She also questioned 
the removal of over 3,200 acres—more than the size of the town—from the ETJ by 40+ individuals, 
urging the council to reflect on why so many residents are choosing to leave the ETJ. 

• Citizen Laura Lehew: criticized her opinion of perceived bias and exclusion in how the mayor 
prepares meeting agendas, noting the omission of thanks to Dr. Horan and PCCS for hosting a 
candidate event, while others were acknowledged. She also pointed out the informal reference to 
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Councilman Fowler as "Terry" rather than by title, expressed her opinion that concern that these 
omissions reflect broader issues of division and favoritism within the administration. 

• Council Member Terry Fowler: Council Member Fowler inquired why his name was not listed 
under the general comment section despite requesting to speak via email. After discussion among 
council members and clarification that his email sign-up was valid, he was granted the opportunity 
to speak but ultimately declined. [General comments sign-ups are never listed on the agenda 
before a meeting].  

 
  F. Items of Community Interest: Pursuant to Section 551.0415 of the Texas Government Code, the Town Council may 

report on the following items: 1) expression of thanks, congratulations, or condolences; 2) information about holiday 
schedules; 3) recognition of individuals; 4) reminders upcoming Town Council events; 5) about community events, and 6) 
announcements involving an imminent threat to public health and safety. 

 Mayor Pro Tem Blake: 

• REMINDER—WE ARE ACCEPTING BOTH DONATIONS AND APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
POETRY ANNUAL AGRICULTURAL SCHOLARSHIP –DUE MAY 15th.  

• Thanks to those who participated in the SPRING CLEANUP at Town Hall parking lot. We were 
rained out on Friday but had a fair showing on Saturday. Thanks to Secretary Theresa Scholander 
for ditch clean up.   Thanks to CM Anderson, CM Jaffe, Traci Hibbs, Doug Kendrick and Mayor 
Senkevech for manning the dumpster.   

• Thanks to CM Anderson for picking up banners/signs and spending two hours with the mayor 
putting up Meet the Candidate Banners for the Town sponsored event at PBC. Thanks to CM 
Anderson for also volunteering to take them down.   

• Thanks to Poetry Baptist Church and Pastor Paul Jacobs for hosting and moderating the Meet 
the Candidates event on April 3rd, 2025.   

• Thanks to Volunteer Road crew on March 19th on CR 323 CM Mike Jaffe, Kevin Senkevech, 
Mayor Senkevech, Trevor Kroeger, Sheri Vinson, Heather Lutes and Ryan Lutes.  

• Thanks to Volunteer Road crew on Wednesday, April 9th on CR 323 and CR 247. CM Mike Jaffe, 
Kevin Senkevech, Josh Senkevech and Mayor Tara Senkevech.  

• Thanks to Ken Phillips, Kevin Senkevech, Mayor Senkevech, Trevor Kroeger, Mike Griffin, 
Heather Lutes and Tammie Lutes for volunteering to put out 5 tons of asphalt on CR 247 on April 
10th.  

• CM Anderson attended the most recent hearing for the Jesus Cruz Monje who was arrested for 
indiscriminately shooting his firearm on CR 2440 in July 2024 and January 2025 and will report 
update. The plea will apparently be set on April 24th at 9 am at Hunt County Court 354 with Judge 
Keli Aiken.   
 

G. Reports: 
1) Financial Report for March:   

a) Beginning balance of $111,865.11. Ending balance of $107,578.52 

• Deposits $13,609.20 

• Withdrawals and debits $3,991.59 

• Checks paid $13,904.20 

• Council Member Fowler asked how long the uncleared checks stayed on the 
report until they dropped off.  It was determined that this question would need to 
be answered by Secretary Theresa. 

• There were some questions brought up regarding the salary line items for 
“Gusto” and it was determined that this would need to be a question put to 
Secretary Theresa.  

b)  Sales and Use Tax Receipts Report:  

• Sales & Use Tax Revenue:  $8,778.05 

• Road Fund Balance:  $49,553.22 

• Bank Balance:  $107,578.52 
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c)  Uncleared Checks 

• Highlighted the checks still outstanding for a total of $3,464.90 
d) Q2 Budget vs. Actual Report 

• Discussion around moving money allocated for “Legal Fees” to “Lawsuit Fees” so 
funding can continue. Council Member Fowler made a motion to move this item 
to the Regular Agenda “A”.  Motion seconded by Council Member Mike Jaffe.  
Motion passed 5:0   

2) Secretary’s Memo: Town Secretary and Deputy Secretary reports read by Town Secretary, 
Anne Hamilton. 

 
H. Consent Agenda:   

1) Approve Minutes from the March 20, 2025 Meeting: Request to approve the minutes.  
Motion made by Council Member Anderson and seconded by Council Member White.  
Motion carried 5:0 

2) Approve Newspaper invoice for posting all voting locations in Kaufman and Hunt 

County in the amount of $798.00: Motion to approve made by Council Member Fowler 
with a second by Council Member Anderson.  Motion carried 5:0. 

 
I.    Regular Agenda 

A. Budget vs. Actual Report (moved from Report Agenda): Council Member Fowler   
  made a motion to move $6,000 from category 5800 to category 5850 to replenish the lawsuit. 
  balance. Motion seconded by Council Member Anderson.  Motion carried 5:0 

 
1. Discuss update on prospective Bishop Airfield LLC. MUD [Cm Anderson]:    

Councilmember Anderson: Council Member Anderson shared highlights of a letter 
from  Mayor Billings of Fate that he was given by Mayor Senkevech supporting House Bill 
2561,  citing concerns over high MUD taxes and their impact on residents. An update on Bishop 
Field noted unresolved issues with potential underground fuel tanks—TCEQ investigations 
were  inconclusive due to lack of approval to dig or use a metal detector to locate the tanks, 
and no removal records exist with TCEQ or EPA.  Soil is confirmed as sandy loam, but its 
depth is unknown. Enforcement of testing falls to Hunt County, with TCEQ delayed due to 
legislative duties. A legal question remains about a half-acre access strip within  town limits 
potentially granting the town some jurisdiction. Ownership of the property is unclear, with Ben 
Pogue listed as the manager of Bishop Airfield LLC.    No vote is needed for this agenda item. 

2. Discuss ETJ Petition Release (SB 2038) Charlie & Ruby Mc Bride:  Motion to approve made 
by Council Member Anderson and seconded by Council Member Jaffe. Motion carried 5:0. 

3. Approve February legal bill of $5,536.25 [$3,440 for West, Smith, Akin lawsuit] as 
noted above in Agenda item A. A motion was made by  Council Member Anderson to 
approve the February legal bill of $5,536.25.  A second was made by Council Member White.  
Motion carried 5:0 

4. Discuss Kaufman County Project Sheet K-05 for shoulder repair on CR 249: Kaufman 

County Judge and attorney is apparently frustrated with delays in completing exhibits for the 

1445 ILA agreements and therefore are disallowing Commissioner to give any estimate on our 

separate ILA for roads until this matter is completed.  

            No vote was taken on this item. 

5. Discuss Kaufman County Project Sheet K-06 for tree /bush trimming on CR 247 & CR 
249:  Please refer to agenda item #4 above. No vote taken.  

6. Discuss Hunt County Project Sheet H-23 for refurbishment on three roads: concerns  
  regarding how roadwork is currently being identified, authorized, and paid for by the Town. It  
  appears that repairs may have been made on roads outside of the town’s jurisdiction. 
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Specifically, repairs may have occurred on the opposite side of the road centerline or even beyond town limits 
entirely. Currently roads are marked with orange paint to indicate needed repairs. There is confusion over who 
is responsible for placing these markings—whether it's the mayor, town staff, or even well-meaning residents. 
County crews may be responding to  unauthorized markings.  Council agreed that a better system is needed. 
Council Member Fowler suggested taking photos of the areas needing repair and using printed maps to 
indicate what is inside town limits. These steps would create a reliable paper trail and ensure that only town 
repairs receive town funding. There is concern that the cost estimates from the county—such as quoted for 
work on County Road 2400—might include town road repairs outside of the town’s jurisdiction.  Council 
decided not to approve the road, until there is a clear understanding of which roads were marked, who marked 
them, and whether the proposed work falls within the town’s boundaries.  Council agreed that some changes 
would make the process more transparent, accountable, and repeatable in the future. 

7. Discuss allotting the Volunteer Roads Team additional $2500 to spend on material costs 
for roads as needed for pothole or shoulder repairs: Council discussed allotting an 
additional $2,500 to the volunteer road teams for materials needed for road repairs. This would 
apply primarily to roads on the Kaufman County side.  This would be a continuation of the road 
maintenance efforts already underway, particularly on County Road 249 and other   
similarly affected areas. A motion to approve made by Council Member Jaffe, second by 

 Council Member Anderson.  Motion carried 5:0  
8. Discuss Council Member Fowler’s modified Survey Ordinance: Councilman Fowler 

presented an ordinance proposing the town formally declare its intent to conduct a professional, 
 on-the-ground boundary survey, citing long-term needs for legal clarity and future planning. He 
 clarified the ordinance does not accept any current survey or set a timeline but enables the town 
  to prioritize and budget for one over time. Some council members expressed concern that 
 the ordinance might lock the town into a specific legal interpretation. Council Member Fowler 
 emphasized it is a separate issue from the engineers’ upcoming map and noted he had an 
 email from Mr. Berman agreeing on the need for an on-the-ground survey. Given the legal 
 implications, the council agreed both the ordinance and map should be reviewed with Mr. 
 Berman present. A motion was made and unanimously approved to table the item until the next 
 meeting.  No vote was taken on the ordinance.   

 

I. Adjournment NOTE: The Town Council reserves the right to meet in Executive Session closed to the public 

at any time in the course of this meeting to discuss matters listed on the agenda, as authorized by the Texas 
Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Chapter 551, including Sec. 551.071 (private consultation with 
the attorney for the Town); Sec. 551.072 (purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property); Sec. 551.074 
(personnel or to hear complaints against personnel); Sec. 551.076 (deployment, or specific occasions for 
implementation of security personnel or devices); and Sec. 551.087 (economic development negotiations). Any 
decision held on such matters will be taken or conducted in Open Session following the conclusion of the 
Executive Session.  

 
Notes: Disabled persons requiring special assistance are requested to notify the Town of Poetry 24 hours in advance 
of the meeting by calling the mayor’s office at 214-317-8128.  

 

• The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm. 


