Ordinance 2024-04-01 b
Ad Valorum Restrictions Ordinance q/

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF POETRY, TEXAS ESTABLISHING CY OF
TRANSPARENCY; ESTABLISHING AMENDMENT OF MODIFICATIO IRMENTS;
REQUIRING A NOTICE OF MODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING A TIVE DATE.

o)

WHEREAS, the Town of Poetry is a Type A General Law municipality, created in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 6 of the Texas Local Government Co perating pursuant to the

enabling legislation of the State of Texas; and O

WHEREAS, State of Texas Tax Code Section 302.001 NQS municipalities to levy property tax (ad
valorem taxes) within the municipality's jurisdiction;

light governance in an official ordinance;

WHEREAS, as the first governing body of ‘OQ of Poetry desires to enshrine a doctrine of

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDP@BY I HE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF POETRY, TEXAS:

Section 1.@)lishment of Property Tax Communication

The Town of Poetry ihes a policy of transparency and community feedback in matters
pertaining to prQoerty

E Section 2. Amendment of Modification

Mo@ons, changes, amends, overturning, or by any other means altering this ordinance
i roper notice be given to the Town. Such modification must be:

. ogfcussed in no fewer than three (3) consecutive Town Meetings which are:

1. Separated by no less than twenty-eight (28) consecutive calendar days,
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2. Separated by no more than thirty-seven (37) calendar days,

regulations,

3. Fully compliant with Texas Open Meeting Acts (as amended) rules, laws or Wb

4. Regular open meetings of the Town of Poetry and not a special meeting,
Wv who

5. Open to comments by citizens and owners of property within the Tow

would be subject to such modification, regardless of citizenship in the residence
within the Town, regardless of whether discussion of specific agend m disallowed
otherwise by ordinance, custom, or tradition, W

6. For property tax implementation or changes, written noticg foRigNdate, time, and
location of a public hearing shall be sent to all the owner of the L/ perty that may be
affected or his/her agent, such notice, mailed first-class postage prepaid, to be given at
least thirty (30) days before the date of such hearing Md on the Town’s website

continuously for at least thirty (30) days prior to thbb earing.
Section 3. Not @ f Modification

Proper notice must be provided of the ir@ modify this ordinance. Such notice must be:

A. Posted in any official informatan delivery medium (print, video, broadcast, web site, and
similar, as applicable) of the a manner that is reasonably accessible to a significant

portion of the consumers@medium, to include:
1. Asabolded itemin th&’agendas for the Town meetings where discussions will be

held;
2. Publishe Qcial newspaper of the Town or another newspaper of general

official Town website in a prominent place such as the home page and/or
devoted to public notifications;

television or equivalent communication medium), if applicable, during the most

@2 consumed hours of that broadcast day and separated by no less than five (5) hours;
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medium of information distribution if any, should it be used for general Town

information or be used to announce the meeting.
7. For property tax implementation or changes, written notice of the date, ﬁm@

6. As a public announcement on each podcast, video, or equivalent communication i

location of a public hearing shall be sent to all the owner of the property th
affected or his/her agent, such notice, mailed first-class postage prepaid%given
: n

at least thirty (30) days before the date of such hearing and posted on
website continuously for at least thirty (30) days prior to the public Q

list be the most current as supplied by the respective CAD tax r‘m

B. Included in the meeting agenda of the meeting where the mo is to be
discussed, and

C. Announced with verbiage which includes the sentence, “Tjs iffm may impact your taxes

and rights as a property owner in the Town of Poetry” a N r both the first and/or last
sentence of the announcement, and must be in 14-po’t@1 type, and

D. Must post a minimum of eight (8) signs throu@ town with a minimum size of 4’

by 4'. :

Section 4. Applicab@o Property Tax Rate

Modifications, changes, amends, overtu@n by any other means altering the Town's ad
valorem rate is subject to the notificgtion requirements as stated in Section 2 and Section 3 of
this ordinance.

ction 5. Implementation Date
Should a Modificatio ribed in Section 2 be implemented, the implementation date is no

sooner than ninety s after the swearing-in of the governing body after the general
election following the glodification ratification.

E Section 6. Engrossment and Enrollment

br is hereby directed to engross and enroll this Ordinance by copying the exact Caption
ive Date clause in the minutes of the Town Council and by filing this Ordinance in the
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Section 7. Limitations on the Use of Property Tax Revenueo‘v

If property taxes are ever implemented, the use of property tax revenue shall be refltrilit

exclusively for maintenance, repair, or construction of town infrastructure withi x n, as
determined and prioritized by the Town Council. 6

Section 8. Supermajority Vote Require%t

Any modification, change, or amendment related to implemexgin ncreasing property taxes,
or to this ordinance, shall require the affirmative vote of a@ o-thirds of the total voting

members of the Town Council, i.e. four (4) affirmative v:t

Section 9. Sunset for Property Taxes

If property taxes are ever implemented, fhis pfovision requiring a reevaluation and renewal of
the property tax ordinance every year by own council during their annual budget
discussions and decision-making pro%sses. A super majority of two-thirds of the total voting
r

members of council, i.e. four (4 ive votes, is required to keep the property tax in effect.

Section erly, Fixed-Income, or Other Exemptions
Any future propert ementation must include an exemption or deferral option for
veterans, surviving sp of certain first responders, those with qualified disabilities, elderly

residents, those iyfd incomes, and low income as defined by State guidelines. The process
for establishivadministering these exemptions or deferrals shall include, but not be
|

limited to, lowing:
establishment of clear and objective eligibility criteria for veterans, surviving

ouse of certain first responders, those with qualified disabilities, elderly residents,
ose on fixed incomes, low income or deferrals, including age, income, and asset

2 thresholds.
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Section 12. Mandatory Public Referendum W:

Any proposal to implement or increase property taxes must be approved by a majority
registered voters of the Town of Poetry in a public referendum. The process for con
public referendum shall include, but not be limited to, the following: \

A. A detailed proposal outlining the reasons for implementing or incre@x operty
taxes, including the expected impact on the Town's budget, servicef mmunity

members.
B. A public information campaign to educate the community % roposed property
n

tax implementation or increase, including the distribution of infolThational materials,
public meetings, and online resources. V

C. The scheduling of the public referendum at a tilbhxnaximizes voter participation,
da

such as during a general or primary election, or on when no other elections are

taking place.
D. The use of a clear and concise ballot que®§ at accurately reflects the proposal

and the decision facing the voters, alongqth ally related instructions or explanations.

E. The establishment of polling locatj d hours that ensure accessibility and
convenience for all registered voteps, ing those with disabilities or limited
transportation options.

F. The proper counting, tabulgtion, and certification of referendum results by an
impartial and qualified e individual, in accordance with applicable laws and

regulations. Q

G. Arequirement that th®lown Council abide by the outcome of the public
referendum, taki#fg afpropriate actions to implement the approved property tax
changes or exgtor®glfernative revenue sources if the referendum fails.

H. The incor n of any necessary amendments or modifications to the Town's
ordinan cogfes, or policies to reflect the outcome of the public referendum, with due

given to the legal requirements and limitations for Type A general law
muypiciglities in Texas.
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B. Atransparent and accessible application process for eligible residents to request an
receive exemptions or deferrals, including the provision of assistance for those who m
have difficulty completing the required forms or providing the necessary documentfitifin.

C. Reguilar communication and outreach efforts to ensure that eligible resident, %
aware of the availability and benefits of the exemptions or deferrals, as wel

applicable deadlines or requirements. \
Section 11. External Financial Revi@

An independent, external financial review of the Town's budget and spending shall be
conducted and presented to the Town Council and the public béWe proposal to implement

or increase property taxes can be considered. The external fi ial Teview shall include, but
not be limited to, the following:

A. An assessment of the Town's current financia ition, including an analysis of

revenues, expenditures, and fund balances.

B. A review of the Town's financial polichdureS, and controls to ensure
compliance with Generally Accepted ting Principles (GAAP) and applicable laws
and regulations.

C. A detailed analysis of the Tow@enue sources, identifying any potential

opportunities for increasing nfpn-property tax revenues or optimizing existing revenue
streams. i

D. An examination of n's expenditure patterns and trends, highlighting any
areas of inefficiency, pot | cost savings, or opportunities for improved resource
allocation.

E. Recomm :; for short-term and long-term financial planning strategies to
address any | Wied fiscal challenges, including alternative funding mechanisms,

budget stmgents, and policy changes.

F. Th al financial review shall be conducted by a qualified, independent
a@ g firm or financial consultant with experience in municipal finance and budget

. The results of the external financial review shall be presented in a written report and
&

public presentation to the Town Council, with ample opportunity for public questions
Q nd comments.
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Section 13. Property Tax Rate Cap b

If a property tax is implemented, a maximum property tax rate shall be established, as
determined by the Town Council, that cannot be exceeded without an additional public
referendum. 0

Section 14. Severability o\

Should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or section o Winance be
adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same sh aWect the validity
of this Ordinance as a whole or any part or provision hereof other th art so decided to
be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of ordinances of the

Town as a whole. V
S
O

Section ective Date

This Ordinance shall be € ve upon its passage and approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED on tl@ay of (% gé ., 2024.

Tara Senkevech, Ma

ATTEST:
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