
Candidate Responses to Community Questions –Tara Senkevech  

 

Why do you wish to serve in the government of Poetry? 

Because after praying, I feel compelled to serve.  

(I have never before aspired to be in any government position whatsoever, as I am content to be a 

business owner, rancher, prayer minister, wife and mother.)  

 

 

What three things do you hope to accomplish most? 

1) Creating a smart, legally defensible way to protect Poetry from turning into suburbia.  This means  

consulting lawyers and towns who have successfully accomplished this task and creating a smart 

comprehensive plan which will last the test of time.  Creating a way to protect and encourage our 

agricultural lands is a big part of that while defending the rights of home/land- owners to enjoy as much 

freedom from rules as possible.   

 

2) Making sure the Town of Poetry has revenue streams from every Non-taxed source possible and 

keeping expenses down.  This means Franchise Fees from electric companies, cell phones, and possibly 

others.  Encouraging VOLUNTEERISM KEEPS OUR EXPENSES DOWN, while growing a “sense of 

community”.  Every hour a volunteer serves, means less money we have to come up with to cover costs.  

For the small tax we may have to incur, being considerate of those on fixed incomes by providing a very 

low initial tax which will be “frozen” for those 65 years and up and also provide a 20% discount for those 

who are handicapped or disabled. Towns the size of Poetry are also the perfect size to obtain grants.  

Volunteers with some legal counsel to assist with grant-writing for perhaps a fire station, or ambulance 

service might be part of that.   Signing us up for Elon Musk’s satellite internet service, Starlink, (which is 

expected to be complete in about a year) to possibly provide an inexpensive highspeed broadband for 

the rural town of Poetry will be a high priority as well.   

 

3) Maintaining better roads than we currently have.   

Many of our roads are like a gauntlet game—where you hit two potholes, trying to avoid one big one!  

Therefore, considering alternatives to the poor county maintenance, while allowing for county 

compensations. Many who live outside our areas, commute to the school, and neighboring towns using 

our roads; fighting for compensation on thoroughfare roads will be part of my plan.   Some of our 

Kaufman county roads have been fairly- well maintained in recent history. Therefore, developing an 

interlocal agreement with the County for those roads seems to be prudent.  

 

 

When you were first considering the possibility of Poetry incorporation, what did you see as the 

biggest positive from the Incorporation, and what was your biggest concern?  



Positive:  1) To save my southern Poetry neighbors from being usurped by Terrell which basically saved 

them from thousands of tax dollars extra each year, and the intrusive regulations of Terrell.  

2) To have a say in what happens to our area instead of other entities encroaching upon us and 

determining our future.  

3) To have a chance to improve the “sense of community” in the area and preserve and enhance 

Poetry’s natural beauty.  

 

Concerns:  1) How we balance the cost of the roads versus our income as a small town.  

2) How we keep ourselves from becoming like so many other towns which have given in to “explosive 

expansion” and have underhanded deals which squelch the rights of the home/land-owner.   

 

 

What makes you stand out from the other candidates? 

Besides the obvious that I am the only female candidate, I believe my heart for community SERVICE. 

My entire life has been rooted in service to others, my church and my community.  I believe  

elected leaders are not lords over us, but hard-working, servant-leaders to their constituents. I 

already have a lot of “skin in the game” during the past two years with hundreds of hours fighting for 

Poetry.  That is what I have always brought and what I will continue to bring to the table.  As a local 

business owner, I also have incredible AVAILABILITY for the town of Poetry.  I work in the heart of 

Poetry usually six days per week and my hours are flexible.  Flexible enough to serve better. I can 

meet with citizens, road foremen, judges, lawyers during the daytime hours because I make my own 

schedule.  

If elected, I can also work specified day hours with the Town’s secretary at our new Town Hall and be 

available there to citizens.  

 

 

 

Poetry is currently a very rural area with a “country” lifestyle.  How much do you think that lifestyle 

should be allowed to change, and how would you ensure the town stay within the bounds you would 

set? 

After consulting various towns’ Mayors, council members and staff on this exact subject, I am learning 

that some towns have been successful, while others not so much in keeping the country lifestyle. 

Most people who have moved from the “concrete Jungles” of surrounding cities, seem to desire to keep 

Poetry as rural as possible.  I have also spoken to some who have lived here most of their lives who 

seem to desire “moderate growth” because it will mean prosperity for the town. 

Because I am in the first set of trying to keep Poetry as rural as possible, I will continually push for the 

SAVE the FARMS ideology.  We must protect our ranchers and farmers.  Too much of our farmland is 



being taken over by so called “progress” and being plowed over by commercial endeavors.  I would like 

to specifically ask the citizens of Poetry, in polls, to see what the people consider as acceptable growth. 

Regardless, as mandated by the State of Texas and insurances, we are required to have a 5 Year 

Comprehensive plan.  I hope we can zone the largest portion of our land in Agriculture and single-family 

residences. I know from talking with those who have been successful, that we must follow the plan and 

not do SPOT zoning, or it will open our town up to possible lawsuits.    We must plan smart and make 

our plans defensible in the court of law.  Not having a municipal sewer is also the number one way to 

keep developers from being interested in our lands according to the Lucas, TX city planner.    The Mayor 

and council will be unpaid volunteers.  I believe in being frugal and judicious with other people’s 

money and I hate corruption.   I would love Poetry to stay as rural as possible.  We must encourage 

landowners not to “sell out” to big city developers.  The government only has so much capability and   

I believe in limited government. It will take all of us working together for the good of our area to KEEP 

IT COUNTRY!  #Poetry Proud!  

  


